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4 What’s New on Nickelodeon 
42 COVER STORY: Happy Nick Year! 


Nick stars’ New Year’s resolutions 


44 [A Woof Over Their Heads | 
14 Cutout Pranks A look at Hotel for Dogs, Nick's new movie | 


13 Puzzle: A Sinister Sequence 
You can Jekyll, but you can’t Hyde 


14 My Dog Didn’t Eat My Homework! 


This homework tastes like dog food 


Four pages of our most popular pranks 


Running on empty 45 More What’sNewonNick oe gh ehée | 


19 America’s Least Wanted 
This is a hiccup, | mean, stickup! 


21 Prankvertisement: Guide to Beauty Services 2 Letters to the Editors 
Some truly shocking treatments 
48 Say What? 


22 The Concise History of Pranks & 
Practical Jokes 
Hey, we're Only Kiddingsley! 


25 Pullout Prank: Potatery Barn 


Potato couches for couch potatoes 


27 Band-O-Matic 


What's your band name? 


TGI Friday | 
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\ Things You Should Know 
About This Magazine ) 


When you see this ) it means | 


28 Application for Sidekick Position the story is real. Honest, it is. 


Superhero help wanted 


30 Gross, Grosser, Grossest ghGe This is Zelda Van Gutters, Nick Mag’s roving | 
It's ew versus ick 28) reporter. This issue may be the Best of Nick 
Apply yourself! Mag, but she is the beast of Nick Mag. | 


Check out our page 
numbers. It’s a good thing I 
saved the ribbons from all the times 
I won Best in Show. 


5 February Calendar 


: . 6 The Celeb Page 
| a "a Anne Hathaway, Vanessa Hudgens, Ludacris, and more 
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password: 


dogey 


Get a new prize 
every month at 


Just enter the password. 
and claim your 


Go to nickmag.com, where 
new Nicktoons comics are 
added every week. Read and 
rate them. You can send 
comics to a friend, too! 


iat ef 


You can also swap NickPoints 
for comics at the Nick Mag 
Comic Shop in Downtown 
Nicktropolis. Go to: 
cktropolis.com/nickmag 
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I’m a faithful reader of your maga- 
zine, but I always ask myself, why 
does Nick Mag use Zelda, and where 
did she come from? Could you guys 
help me out? 7" 
John M., age 12 nae. 
Potsdam, New York 


&F- 


Dear John, : —— 
Zelda brightens up our pages and 
dampens the carpets in our office. 
She originally comes from Oklahoma 
but found a home (and a couple of 
fire hydrants) in New York City. 


About the October 2008 issue 


In the October 
calendar, you said 
that Edward L. 
Stratemeyer was 

_ the author of the 
Nancy Drew books, 
but in fact, it was 
Carolyn Keene who wrote them. 
Emma A. 

via e-mail 


Dear Emma, 

Actually, many people wrote the 
Nancy Drew books. The series was 
created by Edward L. Stratemeyer, 
who wrote outlines that other 
authors followed. Carolyn Keene 
is simply the made-up pen name 
that they all used. 


About the November 2008 issue 


I was looking at 
your November 
calendar, and I 
asked my mom 
when Election Day 
| was so I could find 
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it on your calendar. We couldn't 
find it anywhere! How could you 
not have such an important day? 
Isn’t Election Day more important 
than some Diddy guy’s birthday? 
You even called this your Election 
Issue! How come you left it out? 
Logan W., age 9 

Sacramento, California 


Dear Logan, 

You are 100 percent right. We 
really should have mentioned that 
November 4, 2008, was Election 
Day. You get our vote for being an 
astute Nick Mag reader. 


You’d think we 
could get better seats 
at the convention. 


“Not Heard on 
the Campaign 
Trail” made me 
laugh so hard! 

I like to follow 
politics, and that 
just made my 
day after all the seriousness. Great 
issue! It was just classic Nick Mag. 
Amanda K., age 14 

Corning, New York 


Dear Amanda, 

Hopefully in 2012, politicians will 
take our speech balloons on the 
campaign trail with them. 


SEND YOUR LETTERS 


(include your name, age, address, 
and phone number) TO: - 


PO Box 1529 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60009-1529 
Or e-mail us (with your first name only) 
at 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


bestselling 
series 


Look for all nine 


in stores now! 


an imprint of 


www.scholastic.com/bone 


T’S WAR. 


DOES FONE BONE HAVE 


books in the BONE series 


Art © 2008 Jeff Smith. 
SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or 
registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. 
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: Penny [played by : = 
Janet Jackson] Vanessa Fiuc 
from Good Times. oe 

Jonathan Taylor Thomas 
. of [1990s siteom] Home 
| Improvement. 

a . My first crush was a cute 

| little blond kid who looked 

CS 2 like [singer] Aaron Carter. 

, 
: ‘ 
| : Leonardo DiCaprio! 


» she could play baseball 
very well. 


Cameron Beyonce Eli Manning ' 
Diaz ) 
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PRANKVERTISEMENT A front porch light is not scary, but a flickering 

front porch light sure is. Here are some ! 
other ways to take seemingly harmless things 

and make them seriously sinister. 


The Incredible 


ey 


A baby with fangs 


a ee 


A drumstick 


‘ 
; 
‘ 
H 
fe 
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| All the stories that 
are too short or brief 


to print...yet we do 
| anyway! 


Your father’s mug 
a a a ot scary if your 
ie 18 WOTONS OH FEW gee Stop wasting your money on expensive hand weight- ip nage 
| too small for your clumsy, normal-size : 3 
hands? Unless you've got a monkey on your loss schemes that just give yous weaty palms. : 
shoulder or a trained mini squid, you need 
| this incredible new technology. Simply strap on the patented shrinker bracelet and watch as your 
| fingers go from Vienna sausages to mini pretzel sticks. You'll tap 
: Available wherever fine away at cell phone keys, remote controls, and cramped keyboards | : 
shrinking products are sold. like you were born to do it* A department store 
CR Santa Claus | 
*Not responsible for hands that don’t grow back to normal size, hands that grow too big, or jewelry and watches that no longer fit. 
| 
A Nick Mag editor recently discovered a manual for dogs about how to care for their owners. : 


| The pages below are from a chapter on how to bathe your human. 


SL eS 


On the Lamb 


ne night, about 10 years ago, the 
police on the Caribbean island 
of Trinidad spotted a car being 
driven with its headlights off— 
and a chase was on. The cops were closing 
in when the runaway driver pulled over 
and escaped on foot, leaving behind two 
well-dressed passengers in the backseat: 
a sheep wearing a dress and a goat in 

a hat, shirt, and pants. Cops found two 
more dressed-up goats sitting pretty in 
the trunk. 

It turned out that the driver had 
stolen the animals from a local farmer. 
The thief had disguised the creatures as 
people so they wouldn’t attract attention 
riding in the car. Thanks to the police, 
the farmer and his fashion-conscious 
livestock were happily reunited. 


A Fowl Actor 


ercy, a talking parrot, got his big break one 
November when he was cast in the children’s 
play Pirates of Treasure Island in Dorset, 
England. The bird was hired to play Long John 
Silver’s parrot, and he even had a few lines. 

Rehearsals for the show went smoothly, until one day 
Percy decided to rewrite his dialogue. Instead of exclaim- 
ing “Pieces of eight!” he let fly a string of curses that 
made his human costars blush. The rehearsal came to a 
screeching halt—then everyone burst out laughing. 

The producers were relieved that an audience full 
of children wasn’t there for Percy’s scene, but they 
didn’t want to take any chances. The foulmouthed bird 
» was fired, and the producers had to search for 
another parrot star. 
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British woman got some creepy news when 
she went to the doctor in October 1999. She 
complained that headaches and strange 

5 noises in her ear had kept her awake for 
three nights. When the M.D. peered into her ear 
with a special instrument, he really bugged out: 
Snuggled up against the woman’s eardrum was a 
large, leggy spider. Fortunately, the physician 

was able to remove the live bug from its new home. 


NICKMAG.COM 


Here are some wild stories 
from the wild kingdom. 


ae 


n 1991, scientists set up 100 wooden alba- 
trosses on some islands in southeastern 
Japan. They hoped the decoys would 

» attract real albatrosses to the area, 
where the endangered birds could safely live 
and mate. The experiment worked really well 
for the animals, except for one five-year-old 
male nicknamed Deko. For two years, Deko 
tried to attract the attention of one of the 
wooden decoys. He defended her in battle, 
built her fancy nests, and spent days standing 
near her, waiting for.her to notice him. Now 


that’s devotion! we 


He should have ; 
found another gull. g 


he ocelot, a wild cat native to the southern U.S. 
and Latin America, is an endangered species. 
Since there are so few of them left in nature, 

' ocelots.often can’t find other ocelots to mate 
with. So, 10 years ago, researchers at the Dallas Z00 
started looking for scents they could put on the Texas 
range to help attract the cats to one location. 

To figure out what smells ocelots like, the scientists 
worked with ocelots that live at the zoo. Researchers 
started off, naturally, with ocelot scent. Surprisingly, - 
that didn’t get the cats’ attention. Then the scientists 
tried rat feces. Unsurprisingly, the rodent poop didn’t 
drive the cats into one another’s arms, either. Then, on 
a whim, a researcher squirted a spot on the floor with 
the cologne Calvin Klein Obsession for Men. The 
ocelots went wild! The animals rolled around on the 
spot and rubbed the fragrance into themselves. 

Researchers have since used the scent in the wild 
to lure animals for tagging and observation. However, 
Calvin Klein has no plans to rename his cologne me 
Obsession for Men and Ocelots. O 
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Next time you're on an airplane (or just wishing you were), ing : 
ask someone to give you the missing words to this pilot's 7 "oh 


speech without showing it to him or her. 
Then read the whole thing out loud. 


"Hi there, folks. This is Captain ___________ worth from the cockpit. Looks like we're number 


plural noun 


in line for takeoff, so we should be airborne by next SSCS. Thee: wetter 
large number , day of the week 


in____——————_—Cis looking pretty __ 


, although you probably don’t care since we're 
city 3 


adjective 


going to oe today, Our ee flight attendants will be ‘ 


another city | adjective —ing verb 


through the cabin in a little while to take your __._____s and’. ____________ orders. But for now, 
noun liquid : 


just sit back, 


-and enjoy the SSS. We'll check back with you a 
verb oun 


Remove the decoder 
and become an inspector. 
Follow the clues hidden 
under the paw prints... 
Try to guess where they lead! 4% 48% 


little later with an update on my 


Py Is there a movie on , ro 
body part board this fill-in? 


(A little later.) 


“Hi there, folks. We’ve reached our cruising altitude of foot/feet, so it’s safe to turn on 


small number 


TE Ta a RO A 


scat tc  RRSIOPINB aO SSS CERO ES SSR RRS ESE 


| | on St ous, 
any electronic . And feel free to get up and about the cabin ne Ses | 
plural noun verb : ne 
or stick your____—=—=——S—S_—s«utt the window to see if you can touch the ground. We do ask that _ 
body part : : : | 
when you're seated, you keep your fastened and your__—=—=——=—S——S—S—S in thle 
| noun body part 
full upright position, in case we run into some turbulence or AU ee ey 


plural vegetable 
(A minute later.) 


| “Hi there, folks. Well, we're all set to land, but the ground:crew says that they don't like the 


smell of our aircraft. So we’re going to ___—=—S—S—S—S—s around up here for a while. 
adjective verb 2 : | : 
We sure appreciate your___ with us today, and hope to _____________ you again soon!” — 

) _—ing verb verb : 


ee PT A I I c—aoremertes 


“AS 
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in the pictures below, a mild-mannered 
scientist drinks a secret formula and 
undergoes a hideous transformation. But 
the sequence of images is all mixed up. 
Can you put them in order? 
Answer on page 47. 
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PARENTAL GUIDANCE SUGGESTED <> 
| SOME MATERIAL MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN | MATERIAL MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN 


SOME SUGGESTIVE HUMOR, BRIEF MILD LANGUAGE AND ACTION 


THE PINK PANTHER is a trademark of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. if 


PinkPanther.com 


IN THEATERS FEBRUARY wennae 60k 


PROPERTY OF SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC. FOR PROMOTIONAL USE ONLY. SALE, DUPLICATION OR TRANSFER OF THIS MATERIAL IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, 
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I'm watching my 
paper weight. 


Seater 


Satisfy your pranking hunger with the next four pages. 


nd carefully tear it out. 


Fold this page along the dotted line a 
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BATHROOM DOOR 
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FOR YOUR BEDROOM DOOR 
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: 


~Me 


Vv Fold this page along the dotted line and carefully tear it out. ¥ 
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Fill in the appropriate names and addresses on the other 
side and hand this prank note from school to a parent 
Ask if he or she is ready for the big show on Friday night. 


As your child has surely told you, 

you are booked to perform this 

Friday at the Parents’ Gymnastic 
Exhibition and Fligelhorn Jamboree! 


e If you're one of our gymnasts, your routine 
begins at 7:30 pM, so please arrive at the school 
gymnasium at 6:00 pm to try on your leotard. 


e If you are participating in the musical 

entertainment, please arrive at 7:00 Pm to tune up. 
Remember: You must bring your 
own fliigelhorn and sheet music. 


Thanks to all of you for volunteering! 
We should be finished by midnight. 
—The PTA Entertainment Committee 


PS. There is a $50 fine for no-shows. 


Carefully cut out this label and tape 
it around a small roll of candy. 


“Chewable Aniintelligence Tablets 


1 ACTIVE INGREDIENT: Brainaway. 
: USES: Relieves social discomfort caused by excess intelligence. 
4 WARNING: Taking more than two tablets at a time could be harmful to your test scores. 


Developed by stupid people for smart people 


1 who want to sound stupid. III ' | | 
) FIT-IN PHARMACEUTICALS, Abnormal, Illinois 77777797 


Post this sign on your bedroom door, , 


12:35 PMto |) | 
8:05 AM ol 
AND 
8:06 AM to a 
12:34 PMI: 
TUES, THURS 
FRI, WED, SUN 


| 
t 
i 
L 
i 
t 
f 
t 
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Fill in the appropriate names and addresses and hand 
this prank note from school to a parent. Ask if he or she 


Post this sign on your bedroom door. is ready for the big show on Friday night. 


All my peeps sign here 


f Ing. 
before entering Robbing a bank is a dumb thing to do. 


But for some would-be thieves, the stupidity doesn't stop there. 
Here are some examples of criminal mindlessness. 


A ‘Mo } 129} Ajjnjose9 pue oul] poyOp 9y} Buoye oBed siy} pjoy A 


Cincinnati, Ohio In 1997, a New 
Jersey man was in Ohio and decided 
to rob a bank. When the teller handed 
over the money, the robber asked her 
for directions to the interstate. She 
described how he could get there— 
and then told the police the directions 
she'd given the thief. The cops quickly 
nabbed the out-of-town crook, who 
was Carefully following the teller’s 
instructions. _ 


ie eet wg! : 
Dent Rast 


Dont forget about Friday! 


Carefully cut out this label and tape 
it around a small roll of candy. 


PHI BETA KAPPA 
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couldn't read the man’s handwriting, how- 


The second teller also couldn’t make out 


$100 bills from a bank. Police caught ee F. 


1998, a man walked up to a bank teller and — 
silently handed over a note, which demand- - 
ed all the money in her drawer. The teller 


ever, So she called over a coworker to help. : 


the message, so they asked a third teller. 
Pretty soon, a whole group of tellers had 
crowded around the piece of paper. By the 
time one of them figured out it was a 
holdup note, the would-be robber had 
given up and left. 


COPPER CAPER 


Providence, Rhode Island On January 6, 1990, a thief | 
thought he had scored big when he grabbed four bags of 
money out of an armored car. The bags turned out to be full 
of pennies—and weighed 120 pounds. The crook tried to 
run away with the heavy loot anyway, but he didn’t get far 

before the police caught up to him. sa 


The dumbbell couldn't 
lift heavy weights. 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
In October 1997, a robber stole 11 


the crook less than a mile away but 
found only one $100 bill on him. When 
the cops asked the thief where the 
missing money was, he explained he 
had thrown the other 10 notes down 

a sewer because they were fake. 
Actually, they were real—they were 
some of the redesigned $100 bills that 
the U.S. Treasury Department had 
introduced a year and a half earlier. 


Arlington, Texas In 1991, a man who had just 
robbed an armored car didn’t realize he had parked 
his getaway car next to a bus full of tourists. As he 
ran to his vehicle carrying bags of money, the tourists 
focused their cameras on the crook and snapped 
away—and the police used the many photos of the 
robber and his license plate to find the thief. 


Peterborough, Ontario, 
Canada In early 1996, the 
police were able to solve a local 
bank robbery in record time. A 
few hours after the crime took 
place, the crook returned to the 
very same bank and tried to 
deposit the stolen money into 
his account there. 
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Guide to Beauty Services 


Call 1-555-NEW-UUUU or visit www.newyou.not to find out more about the treatments advertised here. 


PUT YOUR BEST FACE 
FORWARD...FOREVER! 


Do people complain about 
your expression? Does your 
mother say things like 
“Don’t give me that look”? — 
our problems are over! Just choose 
one expression you like, and we'll freeze 
_ iton your face using ROBotox.* 


You'll never wonder how your face 
tapks. mae 


THE REVOLUTIONARY NEW 
APPROACH T0 
HAIR REPLACEMENT 


BEFORE _ 


‘POKER PLAYERS AND 
SMILING BEAUTY PAGEANT 


We take the hair you have and 
cae CONTESTANTS LOVE IT! 


put it where you need it. 
@. 

We pull nose hair and ear hair 
up through your brain and out the 
lop of your head. 

@ 

Solves two (or three) problems 
at once! 


Nose hair and 7 
ear hair now 


AFTER \. ” top of 


Sabrina 7 
West Covina, CA 


BobbyM. |. 
Coos mee OR. 3 


C1 Give 8 Issues of Nick Magazine 
for $2°” an issue! SAVE 37%!** 


1 Give 16 Issues of Nick Magazine 
for $27" an issue! SAVE 44%!** 


Send Nick Magazine To: 
Child's Name 


Address 
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Parent's e-mail address 


State Zip 


a agree that the information | submit may be shared with Nickelodeon or its partners in 
order for me to receive more information about their products, features, special offers and 
promotions. 
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ever, so she Called overa conten to help. 
The second teller also couldn’ t make out 
the message, so they asked a third teller. 
Pretty soon, a whole group of tellers had 


crowded around the piece of paper. By the 
time one of them figured out it was a 
holdup note, the would-be robber had 
given up and left. 


COPPER CAPER 


Providence, Rhode Island On January 6, 1990, a thief - 
thought he had scored big when he grabbed four bags of 
money out of an armored car. The bags turned out to be full 
of pennies—and weighed 120 pounds. The crook tried to 
run away with the heavy loot anyway, but he didn’ t get far 
= a oe 2 before the police caught up to him. 
- Philadelphia, Pennsylvania _ oes : aS | 
In October 1997, a robber stole 11. 
$100 bills from a bank. Police ait 
the crook less than a mile away but - 
found only one $100 bill on him. When 
the c cops asked the thief where the 
“missing money was, he explained he 
had thrown the other 10 notes down 
a sewer because they were fake. 
- Actually, they were real—they were | 
some of the redesigned $100. bills that. 


The dumbbell couldn't 
lift heavy weights. 
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PRANKVERTISEMENT 


Call 12555-NEW-UUUU or visit www.newyou.not to find out more about the treatments advertised here. 


PUT YOUR BEST FACE 
FORWARD...FOREVER! 


Do people complain about 
your expression? Does your 
mother say things like 
“Don’t give me that look”? 

_ Your problems are over! Just choose 
one expression you like, and we'll freeze — 
it on your face using ROBotox.* 


You’ll never wonder how your face 
looks again! 


THE RE VOLU TIONARY NE We 
APPROACH TO 
HAIR REPLA CEMEN T 


We take the hair you have and 
_ put it where you need it. 
We pull nose hair and ear hair 
Up through your brain and Be the 
- top ot et head. 


BEFORE 


POKER PLAYERS AND 
SMILING BEAUTY PAGEANT 
CONTESTANTS LOVE IT! 


Sabrina T. : 
West Covina, CA 


Nose hair and _ 


* Solves two (or fie problems 
ear hair now on — 
topetheadi oo ™ . at once! 


BobbyM. ~ 
Coos Bay, OR 


Jerry P. 
Lansing, MI 


Judith K. © 
Altoona, PA 


NOTE: BRAIN MAY BECOME PARALYZED, TOO. 


and just sll ules later : WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TOTAL LOSS OF MIND. 
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From the pages of... 


THE ONLY KIDDINGSLEY 
- CONCISE HISTORY of 


PRANKS& 
PRACTICAL JOK 


ARMORED ANTICS 


n days of yore when knights were bold, but somewhat stupid, 


TUNNEL VISION 

The Chinese perpetrated one of the greatest pranks of all time, 
using the 1,500-mile-long Great Wall of China. The wall was first 
constructed in the 3rd century BC to protect against invasion by 
Mongolian nomads from the north. Chinese artist Confuse Us added 
a special twist. She painted a fake tunnel entrance on the wall, which 
tricked the Mongolians into riding straight into solid brick. That 
knocked them off their horses—and out of the picture. In addition, 
the wily Confuse Us made quite a pretty penny at the tollbooth. 


Lanp Ha! 
Had King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain 


pages and squires often played tricks on their armored 


known that Christopher Columbus was such a kill- 


THE First PRANK 


Archaeologists believe that the very first prank was 
pulled in ancient Egypt, on April 1, 2000 BC. As 


told in hieroglyphics found in Pharaoh Incredulous IT's 
tomb (below), one Egyptian rings the bell of another 
Egyptian’s home and then runs away. The prankee is 
obviously upset. 


The world’s second-oldest prank is believed to be 
the “Jack-in-the-Tomb” trick, which, to this day, startles 
archaeologists looking for mummies. 


Behind the Behinds: 
The Story of the 
Whoopee Cushion 


The first 
whoopee cushion 
was invented in 
the late 1800s. 
While a whoopee 


simple—you sit on it 
and it lets out a funny 

sound—there’s a load of 

history behind each one. 
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THE PARTHENON-FOR-SALE PRANK 
The ancient Greeks were not known for their practical jokes, | 
but they got a chance to yuk it up when the Parthenon (the 
temple built to honor the goddess Athena) was completed 

on April 1, 432 BC. Pranxiteles, the official Practical Joker 

of Athens, put a FOR SALE sign in the front yard (above). 

Athena was not amused, however, and zapped the building 

into what it is today: an ancient ruin. This is the first-known 
example of someone not being able to take a joke. 


j 


of the Knights of the Pepper Gum Under the Round Table. 


In 1876, inventor Dr. Alexander Graham Smell of 
New York (left) caught wind that Maximilian 
Flatulitis, a baked-bean farmer from Hoocutwon 
Creek, Colorado, could not stop emitting gas. For 
years, F'latulitis had been receiving noise and odor 
complaints from as far away as Rhode Island. 


Using an intricate system of pipes 

and rubber tubing (right), Dr. Smell 
captured Flatulitis’s wind for posterity. 
Dr. Smell devised an inflatable rubber 
pouch to contain the gas for home use 
and called it the whoopee cushion. In 
1879, he founded Odorola Inc. to manu- 
facture the cushions on a mass scale. 
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joy, they might have sent someone else to discover 

a quicker route to India in 1492. While the crews 

of the Nina and Pinta were busy pulling pranks 
(short-sheeting berths and toilet-papering the masts 
were common maritime practical jokes), the crew 

of the Santa Maria pulled a prank on Columbus 
himself, On the day he sighted land, the captain 


employers. Look at the details in this portrait of Sir Gullible 


on armor. 


Mouse in helmet. 


oe 
ee 


Steel shield replaced 
with Styrofoam 


shield. x ( ; n\ : asked for his trusty telescope. What he got was the 
ee { old black eye trick. Upset, he deprived the crew of 
shuffleboard privileges for a week. 


Real sword 

ee switched with 
Knight is rubber sword. 
scratching \ 
because Itch 
powder has es: : 
been sprinkled 
in armor. 


- Screws in armor 

| ~~ tightened so that 
Sir Gullible can't 
bend knees. 


Knight has stepped 
in fake dragon poo. 


The cushions are still woven by 

hand at a nearby plant and 

brought to the gas tanks to be 
filled. Sound engineers, whose 
task is to “sit down on the job,” 
test the whoopee cushions for 

~ volume and accuracy (eft). 

The Gastoria plant manufac- 
tures 30 million cushions a week, 
as worldwide demand for them _ 
continues Tse, = 


~~ A 1,800-mile pipeline (left) was laid 

¥2. to pump the gas from Colorado to 
Dr. Smell’s tanks in Gastoria, 

~ New York, where the odoriferous 
air is still stored today. Flatulitis 
produced over 900 bazillion cubic 

feet of gas in his lifetime, enough 

“>> to power all the major cities of the 
world for 200,000 years. 


The Gastoria tanks continue to 
supply modern-day whoopee cushions 
with their oomph—the technical term 
for the sudden release of energy when 

someone sits on the cushion. 
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’ playful, greasy style 


our Princess Collection. 
D Matching Red Bliss nightstand 


THE PRINCESS COLLECTION 
with ruffled potato chip top. 


Children will respond to the 

A Idaho bed with hash brown 
tress, and waffle fry footboard. 
B Classic American cheese 

C Crinkle-cut hamper with 
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ORIGINAL COUCH POTATO 


A. On a 1920s trip to Idaho, our 
founder brought home this over- 
stuffed potato couch. Now you can 
have a replica—the perfect couch for 
your couch potato. Easy on the eyes. 


Scrubs clean with a vegetable brush. 
$5/pound. 


B Matching Red Bliss coffee table 
topped with a slab of grilled Idaho. 


Available in raw or browned veneer. 
$3/pound. 


C Braided hash brown rug offers a 
touch of homespun warmth and old- 
fashioned cholesterol. 


$1.50/pound. 


D Tater Tots throw pillows. 
$2/pair. 


Gravy slipcover (not shown). 


$3.99/ladleful. 
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THE DEE P. FRYE COLLECTION 


A We were at a flea market in Bangor, 
Maine, when an old hash brown chair 
by renowned potato furniture designer 
Dee P. Frye caught our eye. Our hash 
brown recliner has the same starchy 

elegance and a light, flaky crust soaked 
in pure vegetable oil. 


$5/pound. 


B Matching ottoman with crinkle-cut legs. 


$4/pound. 


C Handwoven waffle fry side table. 
$4/pound. 


D Rustic cinnamon stick lamp with 
Red Bliss base and Idaho shade. 
$3/pound. 
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6. Stubble 


7. Attack 
8. Armpits 


6. Otter 

7. Monster 
8. Zombie 
9. Butter 
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6. Oily 

7. Frozen 

8. Lovely 

9. DJ Stickymuff 
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his form and submit | 


Please fill out t 


(in Earth years) 


3. WHY DID YOU LEAVE YOUR PREVIOUS SIDEKICK JOB? 
OQ Quit O Fired O Superhero decided to become evil 
UO) Superhero killed, hasn't come back to life yet 
O My side hurt from being kicked so much. : 


9. AGE: 


4, FOR HOW MANY EPISODES DID YOUR PREVIOUS JOB LAST? 


1-2 03-20 021+ 


OQ Until comic book/cartoon series Was canceled 


5. YOU PREFER 10 WORK: O With a mask UU Unmasked 


6. HOW DO YOU TRANSFORM YOUR APPEARANCE? 


Q Run into a phone boot 
Q Duck behind a tree Q Put on makeup and a 


funny hat O11 always look like this. 
ECK EACH AMAZING POWER THAT YOU 


7. PLEASE CH 
CAN HARNESS: 
O Pancake flipping QO X-ray vision 
UO) Spandex stretching QQ Time travel 
OQ Levitation Q Mind melding 
O Speed reading Q Ear wiggling 


Please list two previous superhero employ 


| can contact for pers 


who will say really bad things about you. 


+ along with a recent p 


h OSpin around really fast 


ers whom 
onal references OF two villains 


‘\. We got hold of the applicati 
pplication that superheroes 

i 2 use wh ; 
p) looking for sidekicks. Maybe you should fill it oir: they’re 


A-SK/040-5 


SE CHECK OTHER SPECIAL SKILLS YOU POSSESS: 


ar without opening door 
n while sinking into molten lava 


8. PLEA 


(Can jump into ac 
Q Hair stays neat, eve 


Q Narrowly escaping Q Not afraid of bugs 
Q Secret lair detection 0) People person 
Q Can talk to fish 


Q Saving the world 


9. DO YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH CLIFF-HANGERS? 
OQ Yes QNo UThe amazing answer to that 
question will be revealed at a later date. 

10. UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO REVEAL 

MY SECRET IDENTITY? 

CQ Someone offers you five bucks. 


Q) You're being m 
O It is never, never, NEVER acceptable 


(unless a story needs a plot twist). 


11. ARE YOU WILLING TO: 


a. Help keep walls from closin 
OQ Yes U No 


b. Pretend you d 
my glasses? 
O Yes No 


c. Wash my tights? 
Q Yes ONo OEw! 


g inon me? 


on't recognize me when | put on 


pes 


| promise never to grow more 


ask for a raise. 
(sign here) 


ployment is 0 
the nick of time. 


DISCLAIMER: Offer of em 
interview, please arrive in 


. we 
tal G A 


ercilessly tickled by a supervillain. 


powerful than you oF 


na trial basis. If | contact you for a personal 
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We got hold of the applicati | i, 
pplication that superheroes 

. ee use wh ’ 

) looking for sidekicks. Maybe you should fill it ng they’re 


SUPERHERO ENTERPRI 


1. NAME: _-BOY 


or ee ae 


2. AGE: (in Earth years) 


3. WHY DID YOU LEAVE YOUR PREVIOUS SIDEKICK JOB? 


OQ Quit O Fired O Superhero decided to become evil 
QO Superhero killed, hasn't come back to life yet 
Q My side hurt from being kicked so much. : 


4. FOR HOW MANY EPISODES DID YOUR PREVIOUS JOB LAST? 


O1-2 03-20 O21+ 
OQ Until comic book/cartoon series was canceled 


5. VOU PREFER 10 WORK: O With a mask UO Unmasked 


g. HOW DO YOU TRANSFORM YOUR APPEARANCE? 
Q Run into a phone booth Q Spin around really fast 
Q Duck behind a tree 4) Put on makeup and a 
funny hat O11! always look like this. 


7, PLEASE CHECK EACH AMAZING POWER THAT YOu 
CAN HARNESS: 
Q Pancake flipping QO) X-ray vision 
Q Spandex stretching QQ) Time travel 


QO Levitation 
L) Speer 


Q Mind melding 


Please lis 
| can cor 
who will 


ADDRESS 


SES INCORPORATED LIMITED 


of of secret identity. 


a recent photo and pro 


Form A-SK/040-5 


8. PLEASE CHECK OTHER SPECIAL SKILLS YOU POSSESS: 
QO) Can jump into a car without opening door 
QO Hair stays neat, even while sinking into molten lava 
O Narrowly escaping Q Not afraid of bugs 


Q Secret lair detection U People person 
Q Saving the world Q Can talk to fish 


9 DO YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH CLIFF-HANGERS? 
QO Yes QNo OThe amazing answer to that 
question will be revealed at a later date. 


10. UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO REVEAL 
MY SECRET IDENTITY? 


Someone offers you five bucks. 
O You're being mercilessly tickled by a supervillain. 
Q) It is never, never, NEVER acceptable 

(unless a story needs a plot twist). 


11. ARE YOU WILLING TO: 


a. Help keep walls from closing in on me? 
O Yes No 


b. Pretend you don't recognize me when | put on 


“my glasses? 
UO Yes OU No 


¢. Wash my tights? 
[1 Yae LANo UO Ew! 
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For more gags, go to 
nickmag.com/gags. 
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WITH YOUR MACHINE, See 0 7 HO-HO! AFTER A FEW WEEKS 
I COULD BE THE FIRST ieee f [> OF THIS SORT OF PUNCTUALITY, 
GUY AT WORK EVERY ee fy I'll BEA SHOO-INFORA 


MORNING! a =f SURE, DAD. [24 PROMOTION! 
I COULD | 


ZAP YOU TO 
YOUR OFFICE 
RIGHT 


oe : : se a6 : cs ‘ 3 : eee eS 


GAS PLANET! \ ‘aie me lll y 
I MISSED THE |e DON'T WORRY, SON, ee | Y | 
SCHOOL BUS [| i 42 ™ 6 «CI CAN DRIVE YOU... : 


AGAIN! I HAVEN'T 


SET THE RIGHT 
COORDINATES YET! 


LOOK OUT, 

WORLD, | 
HERE COMES = hake ~~ : — 
HUGH dated | ! 
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SAID IT BEFORE, 
AND I'LL SAY IT AGAIN-- 
L'M A LOW-TECH KIND 

OF GUY! 
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LET'S 
PLAY A VIDEO 


THERE ONCE WAS 4 HOUSE THAT WAS 
VERY TROUBLED,FOR THE FAMILY THAT 
LIVED IN IT NEVER WENT Our. 


ance Dnscibaisan oie 


~ 
oneness 
eesinenimmanemenenccer 


war 
— annie 
Sani saint 


Saar 


ROLLER-SKATING 
SURE SEEMS WATERFALL 


Like FUN! FEL IS BEAUTIFUL! 


ECAUSE THE HOUSE WAS NEVER, 


EMPTY, IT NEVER GOT ANY REST. FINALLY THE HOUSE RETURNED HOME, 


EELING EXHAUSTED. 


SHOPPING 
FOR ROLLER 


But INSIDE, THE FAMILY WAS FULL 
OF ENERGY. 


NOW, To YouR LEFT 
You'tt SEE DOWA)- 
TOWN, MOVIES, 
STORES, 


AND RES- 
TAURANTS/ 


OWE AND QUIET FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
THE HOUSE SNUGGLED DEEP INTO 
ITS LAWN FOR A WELL-DESERVED 
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™ Two dogs played 
| the role of Friday: 
§ Cosmo and JR. 
‘They were smelly, 
but they were 
cute,” said Emma. 


Hey, quit hogging 
the window seat! 


the movie is the car simulator for the dogs. 


| “I thought that was brilliant and really funny.’ 


_ person! We have 


In Nick’s newest movie, Hotel for Dogs, two kids 
turn an abandoned hotel into a haven for stray dogs. 
The movie stars 
Jake T. Austin, who plays her younger brother, Bruce. 


who plays Andi, and 


NICKELODEON 
MAGAZINE: 
Are you a. 

dog person or 
a cat person? 


I’m a both 


a cat named 
Stranger. He just 
showed up at our 
door one day, so 
we took him in. 


ae ae Bot Jake T. Austin (above, right) and Emma both got along 

oe lone well with the dogs in the movie. Emma told us, “Shep, 

aiesd Chihuahua the border collie [ above, far right|, was the most 
well-behaved, cutest dog ever! We hit it off’ 

named Twiggy. 


How did you get to know all the dogs in the movie? 

We practiced holding them and giving them treats. We rehearsed 
beforehand so the dogs wouldn’t be scared of us, and so they would 
follow and listen to us. 


In the movie, there were lots of cool gadgets for taking care of 
the dogs. Which was your favorite? 

I liked the train that pulled all the food to feed the dogs. That was 
pretty genius. : 


Were there any mishaps on the set? 
One time, two dogs started barking at each other. I got all tangled up 
[in their leashes], and they ran off. 


i 


Did your role as a big sister in 
the movie influence how you 
are as a big sister in real life? 
I try not to pick on my sister as 
much [as I used to]. But I love 

to pick on her just because she 
picks on me! 


Hotel for Dogs is in theaters this 


January. Check www.hoteliordogsmovie.com 
to watch the trailer and for more info. 


Mark Forbes, the animal coordinator for Hote/ for Dogs, worked 
with about 20 trainers to make sure the pooches in the movie gave 
the best possible performances. He told us about a few techniques 
you can try with your own dog. 


Consistency: “If the dog isn’t allowed 
on the couch, then the dog isn’t allowed on 
the couch. You can’t say, ‘He’s kind of cute. 
| can let him on the couch this one time: 
You have to he consistent!” 


| Repetition: “It's more 

| important to do [lots of] 
shorter sessions than to do 
one really long session.’ 


Fun: “Make [the train- 
ing] fun for the animal. If 
he’s not having fun, he’s 
not going to do it?’ 


Treats: “lf you want to train your 
», dog to sit, put a little treat in front 
of his mouth and lift [the treat 

_ above his head]:’ 


aol 


*Get a parent’s permission when trying to train your dog, and be sure to have an adult present. 


igs 


BD ~ - l » 
What's New on Nick 
Spectacular! 

Monday, February 16 

Tune in for the premiere of Nick’s newest TV movie, Spectacular! Before then, 
go to nic to watch the trailer and listen to two songs from the 
movie. You can also visit on your cell phone to download Spectacular! 
mobile wallpaper. Standard text and data charges apply, so make sure to get a 
parent’s permission first. 


Date is subject to change. 


Check nick.com for details. 


Courtney (played by Tammin Sursok) and Nikko (played by Nolan Gerard 
Funk) take the stage in Spectacular! Go to nick.com/donttellme to download 
your own copy of the single “Don’t Tell Me” from the movie.* 

*Limited to the first 20,000 downloads. “Don’t Tell Me” Produced and Arranged by Matthew Gerrard. Music 


and Lyrics by Matthew Gerrard and Robbie Nevil. Published by TUNES BY NICKELODEON INC., 
M GERRARD MUSIC, and Z STYLE MUSIC. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Whatever 
the mystery. 


sammy keyes 
Is on the case! 


my sammy keyes| 


(/OX\ 


From missing cats to 
pro wrestling, from 
real-life mummies 
to the edge of the 
world—discover all of 
Sammy’s adventures 
wherever books 
are sold! 


Read the latest from the author 
at WendelinVanDraanen.com 
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10 Lucky Readers WILL WIN 


All Prizes Featured Below 
Enter at 


nickmag.com/youcanwin- 


CROW N GE Horns 
It’s war! The Bone cousins, Thorn, and 
Gran’ma Ben are up in arms defending 
the royal city. Find out what happens 
in the thrilling conclusion to Jeff 


Smith’s graphic novel series, Bone. 
www.scholastic.com/bone 


You can win a T-shirt, cap, and mouse 
pad from Toxic Waste® Hazardously 
Sour Candy®, the only double-action 
sour hard candy on the planet. 
www.toxicwastecandy.com 


Enjoy games, favorite photos, music, 
and shows from preloaded cards or the 
1 GB internal memory with this portable 
digital media player’s 2.2" color screen! 


nick.com/npower 
SpongeBob SquarePants content sold separately. 


Girl: Pool speed ahead! 
Kayla R., age 11 
Knoxville, Tennessee 


Girl: Weren’t there four of you? 
Chris K., age 11 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Girl: I think we’re gonna need 
a bigger boat!* 

Megan M., age 11 

Cresco, lowa 


Girl: I hope this one floats better 
than the Titanic model!* 

Riley N., age 11 

Reno, Nevada 


Girl: Ha! This shrinkray 


really works! 


Hannah N., age 12 
Simi Valley, California 


Girl: Honey, I shrunk the boat!” 
Davis L., age 11 
Powder Springs, Georgia 


Girl: Wow! It looked a lot 
bigger in the catalog!* 
Kylie T., age 12 

Hartsville, South Carolina 


Girl: Are you ready to 
play Battleship? 

Daniel M., age 13 

Coram, New York : 


*We received a number of 
entries like this one. 


Thanks for all your entries. 


They rocked our boat. 


And they never left us overbored. 


Answers us 
deserve to know. 


Which Is Wax? (page 6): The wax celebs are Cameron Diaz 
and Eli Manning. 


A Sinister Sequence (page 13): 1-C, 2-G, 3-E, 4-1, 5-A, 6-D, 7-H, 
8-F 9-B. | 
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GOOF TROUPE: In the November 2008 issue, we said that the 
facts for “Young Abe Lincoln’s Log Fort” could be found on page 79, but they 
* were actually on page 79. We hope you were Abe-L to find them anyway. 


Inb gh school, You were in a GrOUP 
committed to saying “no” to alcohol. 
Did that choice help get You where 


scared before Competing? If So, 
how do You get past t7 
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